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WELCOME!!
Welcome!  The BeST (Beit Sefer Tichon) Program is an educational program that reflects an approach to Jewish tradition and an outlook of contemporary Jewish life exemplified by our synagogue and by the Conservative Movement.  We emphasize Torah and text study, Hebrew Language, Israel, Prayer and religious and ethical education to teenagers.  Our commitment to the social development of our young people is maintained through various activities such as class trips, social action opportunities and retreats.  We hope that your years with us will deepen your Jewish knowledge and enhance your understanding of Judaism, while at the same time, enrich your life with new friends and new Jewish experiences. We encourage you to ask all the questions and raise all the issues that confront you as you struggle with what it means to be a Jew in today’s modern world.  Your teachers will provide a resource as you discover your own answers and responses, which will expand your knowledge and help you explore your Jewish heritage.

ASHREI YOSHVE VEYTECHA … Happy are those who dwell in your house.”

These words taken from the Psalms, and part of the prayer service, are traditionally said upon entering a synagogue. This tradition of reciting Ashrei would also be appropriate when entering our religious school as we begin our BeST education. 

We have been working on creating a platform for an educated, proud, vibrant, and “happy” community of learners for the BeST program. The reason we are working on creating a “happy” community of learners is because, to be part of our BeST program is indeed to “dwell” in the house of God. Students who join our BeST program are no longer “entering” Jewish education. They entered the elementary religious school, now they are “dwelling” in Jewish education. 

As BeST continues to grow and develop, we welcome your input and feedback.  Please feel free to contact us with suggestions and concerns you may have.  We can be reached by phone at 856-751-6663 or email: dinae@tbsonline.org or tamar.barkansh@gmail.com
Shalom,

Dina Eliezer






Tamar Barkan Shamir

Education  Director





Assistant Education Director 

If you would like to become more involved with the 

TBS School Board contact:

Debbie Silverstone





Andi Levin 

School Board Chair




           Vice-president – Education



SCHOOL CLOSING POLICY AND NUMBERS
Please note that when Cherry Hill Public Schools are closed, we are closed.  If Cherry Hill dismisses early because of snow, we are closed.  If the weather gets bad PLEASE LISTEN OR WATCH FOR UP-TO-DATE SCHOOL CLOSINGS TO KYW RADIO 1060 AM #2612, FOX NEWS CHANNEL 7 AND NBC CHANNEL 10. WE DO NOT MAKE INDIVIDUAL CALLS.
Teacher’s & Staff List
Name & Email

Dina Eliezer……………….             dinae@tbsonline.org
Tamar Barkan Shamir……
tamarb@tbsonline.org
Linda Markoff……………..
lindam@tbsonline.org
Sarah Barkow…………….             sarahb@tbsonline.org
Marsha Axler …………….. 
  marshaa@tbsonline.org
Harriet Baker ……………..
harrietb@tbsonline.org
Marc Cohen ………………           marcc@tbsonline.org
Tali Elisha…………………            talie@tbsonline.org
Adam Engle ………………           adame@tbsonline.org
David Hollander…………..            davidholl@tbsonline.org
Matt Kanoff…………………          mattk@tbsonline.org
Michael Kelberg……………          michaelk@tbsonline.org
Sara Kreisman ……………           sarak@tbsonline.org
Rabbi Micah Peltz ………..           ravmicah@tbsonline.org
Haleh Rabizadeh ………….          halehr@tbsonline.org
Chayim Respes…………..            chayimr@tbsonline.org
Mimi Sebek…………………          mimis@tbsonline.org
Joe Sillman ………………..           joes@tbsonline.org
Shayna Sukoneck ………..           shaynas@tbsonline.org
Kadima  ………..                           www.tbsonline.org        

USY (Matt Kanoff)…………          mattk@tbsonline.org
Temple Beth Sholom BeST Program

Mission Statement
Temple Beth Sholom’s Beit Sefer Tichon (“BeST”) program, in partnership with our students’ families, is committed to providing a caring, supportive and joyous atmosphere where students 7th through 10th grade learn to cherish their Jewish heritage and appreciate their Jewish identity.

The Temple Beth Sholom BeST program strives to teach Jewish values and create a community that addresses the needs and interests of adolescents. Emphasis is placed on teaching classical Jewish text, history, Israel, values and ethics, prayer, and Hebrew. Central to this is a focus on Jewish ethical choices and the performance of mitzvot through discussions and activities, which connect the past to the present. We instill in our students the desire to continue with their Jewish education in our community’s Midrasha Junior Hebrew College, and throughout their lives.

Approved by School Board April 30, 2006

United Synagogue Aims and Objectives

1. Study of the original sources of our religious and cultural heritage.

2. Opportunities to internalize the learning experience and make it relevant to the student are live.

3. Inspire the student to observe the mitzvot.

4. A desire to participate in activities on behalf of the Jewish community and Israel.

5. A desire to make the study of Torah and related teachings an ongoing practice.

6. Expose the student to a climate of conviction, spirit of idealism and critical thinking.

7. To promote cooperation between the school and the home.

8. Integration between formal and informal education.

9. Help the students understand their spiritual inheritance and their obligations as Jews.

10. To prepare the students to face with confidence potential conflicts in college and the adult community.

FACULTY

The BeST faculty constitutes a remarkable group of adult Jewish role models.  Our faculty is comprised of specialists in their fields from all areas of Jewish life -- Bible, History, Literature, Language, Media, Drama, and much more!

An extraordinarily large percentage of our staff are rabbis, have Ph.D.’s and M.A.’s, and many years of experience in Jewish Education.  Each member also participates in a series of staff development workshops during the course of each year.

COMMUNICATION

E-Mail 

We have been attempting to streamline our communication system postage costs by emailing notices and letters whenever possible. As a part of the environmental objective to go GREEN, most of our correspondence will be handled by email.  Please be sure you have an updated e-mail address in our file so you can receive accurate and timely information.  All BeST teachers have a TBS email address.  Please feel free to communicate with them.  We have supplied you with a faculty email list. 

Temple Talk
Read the Talk each month for articles about the schools and youth programs.  Watch for calendar updates! 
Website 

Don’t forget our website www.tbsonline.org for regular updates about many important synagogue, youth and school programs and announcements. 

Books & Materials
Tuition fees cover the cost of the texts and printed materials as needed by students for the academic year.  

HOMEWORK AND ASSIGNMENTS

The faculty of the BeST Program is aware of the homework load given to students by the public schools.  Therefore, homework will be given only when it is integral to the student’s progress in class.  Homework is always assigned with a sufficient amount of time for even our “busiest” students to successfully complete the assignment.   It should be understood that in Hebrew language classes, progress is directly related to the amount of review that is done outside of class.

STUDENT EVALUATION AND PROGRESS

Students will be evaluated in report form two times per year at the end of January and June.  Report cards and progress report grades will reflect the student’s performance in four areas: academic achievement, participation, derekh eretz (attitude and behavior) and attendance.   The criteria for student evaluations may include reports, quizzes, group or individual projects and classroom participation.  Each evaluation method will be tailored to evaluate the specific goals of that particular class.  Families will be contacted in a timely manner concerning unsatisfactory academic performance, or excessive absences.  We also encourage parents to contact the teacher through the office, if additional information is needed between formal reporting periods. 

“Pesek-Zman”, Otherwise known as “THE BREAK” at our Café’ BeST
 


Each Sunday and Tuesday or Wednesday we will have a short break between classes.  Students are welcome to purchase snacks and beverages at minimum cost at our “Café’ Best”.  Pesek Zman is also a nice time for students to connect with each other on a more informal basis as well as speak with teachers.  We are fortunate at TBS that we have a place to call our own in the Ravitz Family Youth Lounge.  The “Cafe” has been a comfortable safe haven for students to meet, “hang out” and spend time learning and working for the BeST community.     

This year the USY leadership is taking upon itself to manage the Café for our BeST students.  Don’t forget to send some extra change with your child.  We have Israeli music playing and a “Bar” set to serve Shoko – Cham (hot chocolate) and sell some snacks.  We will be conducting different activities throughout the school year and will be using the Café, other rooms,  and even the hallway to have our students and teachers engaged in  activities during the “Pesek – zman”. 

In our Café BeST we will have Hebrew menus, signs and little articles with hot–topics on the tables. We will encourage students to use Hebrew when “ordering” & also have produced Israeli Shekel’s for the teacher’s to give as a reward to be used only at our Café BeST! 

TZEDAKAH

Students are encouraged to bring loose change for tzedakah each week.  Monies will be used to donate to Tikun Olam, United Synagogue Youth’s tzedakah fund, and we will be able to allocate it to a Jewish organization of our choice.  Last year, over $350,000 was raised around North America and was allocated to over 80 different organizations and provided scholarships for USY Summer Programs to teens who may not otherwise have participated in such programs.

PARENTS-AS-PARTNERS 
The BeST Program has found that one of the most important factors in a teenager’s Jewish educational experience is the involvement of the family in study.  We encourage parents to take an active interest in their child’s education by discussing their BeST studies with their children, meeting teachers and studying themselves.

We are pleased to offer our Parents as Partners.  Throughout the year we will gather together as families for special programs and study sessions that will enhance our student’s knowledge and connection to their Judaism.   These sessions will deal with topics of importance to the Jewish community and those subjects that we teach in class.  This is a unique opportunity for us to demonstrate to our children that we value education for ourselves as much as we value it for them.  Judaism, after all, is a "family affair."  Please look for flyers and announcements regarding these important programs and make an effort to attend.

            

YOUTH GROUPS
As part of our belief in the importance of informal educational programs, BeST offers a number of events that go beyond the classroom walls.  These programs reflect the integrated nature of our High School Educational program.

The Youth Department at TBS is pleased to be able to sponsor four youth groups for our children:  Shoreshion (grades 2-3), Chaverim (grades 4 & 5), Kadima (6 & 7) and USY (8-12).  Our groups offer a wide range of social, athletic, cultural, religious and educational programs that can enhance and provide a means to apply the skills and knowledge the school offers to your child’s Jewish identity.  Woven together, the school and the youth group provide the best in Jewish education and Jewish socialization.  The best part of the youth group is that your child can choose those activities that are of the most interest:

 
 Dance your feet off on a Saturday night. 

                                           Help others in need. 

                                           Discuss the most challenging topics for teens today.  

These activities for all youth and teens are planned by advisors, under the supervision of the Associate Rabbi, and are overseen by our Youth Commission.

Affiliations:  Our Chaverim, Kadima & USY chapters are affiliated with the Hagesher Delaware Valley Region of the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism.  This is network of over 20 Conservative synagogue youth programs that allow our elementary, middle and high school children to meet hundreds of Jewish youths through regional and international programming.  Additionally, United Synagogue’s Youth Department provides guidance to us for our programs.  TBS has received many awards for its youth programs.  Make sure your children are involved in this outstanding, award-winning program!

USY conventions are fun. We think that you will find these events to be great social opportunities to meet other Jewish teens from all over the Delaware Valley.    We also think that you will enjoy the local events that we will be sponsoring as well.  We hope to see you getting involved this year with USY and Kadima!  MAKE THE CONNECTION!  

TEEN SERVICES

Temple Beth Sholom
Shabbat Morning 

Teen – Services!!!

Peer-led services will be filled with ruach and singing

*WHY do we cover our eyes for the Shma?

*WHEN can I practice reading the Torah?

*WHO hears our prayers?

COME JOIN YOUR FRIENDS FOR AN ENGAGING SHABBAT MORNING SERVICE WITH RABBI PELTZ! 

SERVICES WILL MEET IN THE

TBS LIBRARY

10:30am – 12:00pm

Mark the dates:

October 24
December 5
                  January 23
February 20

March 20
April 17
May TBD

Learn  more  about  prayer

Daven with your friends

TBS will be a great place to meet your friends and bring your friends!

Tikun-Olam  – A COMMITMENT TO SERVICE

Jewish education must contain an element of “living” to be effective.  Our tradition is one that asks us to “practice what we preach.”  Unique to our school is this “hands on” experiential program.  Every student is expected to attend and participate in class-wide activities aimed at putting into practice those skills learned in the classroom.  At the end of the experience, students are asked to submit a written reflection on their project -- “How did this experience shape my life?”  

BeST I:  Cooking with the Social Action
Once during the year, BeST I students will meet the Social Action members in our own kitchen and help cook meals.  

BeST II:  Go Green activities are related to protecting the environment

Our students will participate in a partnership project with our TBS Tuv Ha’aretz Committee. 
BeST III:  Jewish Relief Agency
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BeST Practices of Personal Conduct

1. Respect others.  Be kind with your words and actions.

2. Respect school and personal property. .
3. Adhere to attendance policy of no more than 25% absenteeism or 4 class periods per semester.

4.  Arrive on time and prepared to learn with writing tools, paper and books.

5.   Participate positively in class and school activities.

6.  Work quietly.  Do not disturb others who are working.

7.  Listen carefully and follow directions.

8.  Raise your hand to be called upon.

9.  While in the synagogue no hats are allowed.  Boys must wear kippot.
10.  Eat and drink in the youth lounge and only during break.

11.  Use the restrooms before or after school or during break only.

12.  No cell phones, iPods or other electronic devices are to be used in class.
We take our educational task seriously.  We have a limited amount of time to spend with our students, much to teach them and much to learn from them.  Every student is expected to show respect to teachers and fellow students, and to understand that the BeST Program is a learning community.  When a teacher has a problem, which cannot be resolved with the individual student, the family will be contacted for a conference.  We will take all necessary steps to promote the learning process.  Students who do not respond to this problem-solving process may become subject to the Discipline Procedure determined by the School Board March 30, 1993 (See Appendix Attached).

APPENDIX #1

POLICIES ON INCOMPLETES, FAILURES, ATTENDANCE,

   As determined by the TBS School Board on March 30, 1993

1

EARLY DISMISSAL AND DISCIPLINE
"Students must attend at least 75% of each class each semester or a grade of "I" (incomplete) or "F" (failure) will be issued.  Students having more than 25% absenteeism in any one particular class will receive an "I" in that course.  Students having 50% or more absences in any one particular class will receive an "F" in that course.  A grade of "F", received either for excessive absences or academic failure, can be removed by hiring a qualified, administratively approved tutor at the parents' expense."


INCOMPLETES AND FAILURES
1.
Students with incompletes from the previous spring semester must meet with Dina Eliezer or Tamar Barkan Shamir to discuss a plan of action prior to the beginning of Religious School.

2.
Students with incompletes from fall term must meet with Dina Eliezer or Tamar Barkan Shamir no later than March 1.

3.
Failure to make up the work will result in student being denied re-enrollment or Confirmation participation.


ATTENDANCE AND EARLY DISMISSAL
1.
Students must attend at least 75% of all classes each semester or a grade of INCOMPLETE will be issued.  This translates into no more than 3 Sunday and 4 weeknight absences.

2.
Those students participating in regular sports or other similar activities outside of TBS who know that they will exceed the allowed number of absences will be required to obtain private tutoring at the rate of 1 hour tutoring for each 2 hours of missed classes.  Students will be required to sign contracts to this effect and should see Dina Eliezer or Tamar Barkan Shamir for details.  They should also consult with their regular teachers in advance of missed classes to obtain work.

3. For early dismissals, the student must bring a note to the school office, and a parent must come to the school office to sign the register.  Students will NOT be allowed to wait outside the building, and teachers are NOT allowed to dismiss students from class unless paged by a school official.  PLEASE UNDERSTAND THAT OUR PRIMARY CONCERN IS YOUR CHILD'S SAFETY.


DISCIPLINE PROCEDURE
The following is a discipline procedure passed by the Temple Beth Sholom School Board on October 14, 1980.  It applies to those students who are known discipline problems after normal discipline measures have failed.  It is to be used at the discretion of the Director(s) and with their understanding.  Each step represents another incident.

STEP 1
Send discipline notice home to the parents that we are now implementing the discipline procedure.  Indicate that it is a five (5) step procedure that could lead to the expulsion of the student.

STEP II
Parents are called to the school for a conference.

STEP III
Parents will be called to pick up their child immediately and notified that Confirmation may be in jeopardy if the problem continues.

STEP IV
The child will be suspended for three school days with work to do and will not be re-admitted unless he completes such work.  The suspension will take place after consultation by the Director(s) with the School Board Chairman.

STEP V
The child will be expelled from school after consultation by the Director(s) with a member of the Executive Board, the School Board Chairman and the Rabbi.  It is the policy of Temple Beth Sholom that any child not in good standing in the Religious School may not be confirmed.

As per the December 2, 1992 School Board meeting the following policy was established regarding extreme disruptive behavior.

"In the event of extreme disruptive behavior that the teacher is unable to control, such as: 1) physical or verbal confrontation; 2) excessive verbal abuse of ANY individual in the class; 3) actions that are excessively disruptive to the teaching environment, the student is immediately removed from the classroom by the director(s).  A face-to-face conference with parents, director(s), teacher and student must take place before any decision regarding return to the school will be made.

At the conference, a contract will be developed that will be signed by all participants, delineating necessary behaviors to allow the student to return to the school.

Violation of this contract will result in immediate expulsion for the remainder of the semester.  Parents have the option to have the student complete course work by a private tutor, approved by the principal, at the expense of the family.

Parents have the right to appeal to the discipline committee of the school board by contacting the chair of that committee.  The child will not be permitted to return to the classroom until the appeal process is completed.

USE OF PROFANITY

If a staff person is witness to the use of any profanity by a student, that student will immediately be suspended.

ELECTRONIC DEVICE POLICY

Electronic devices may not be used in the classroom without the expressed permission of the teacher prior to class. Students who are found using any electronic devices will be asked to put the item away. Failure to do so will result in the item being confiscated. It will only be returned to the student’s parent. Electronic devices are devices for the electronic transmission, recording, storage or replaying of audio or video materials include but are not limited to: cell phones, tape recorders, CD players, iPods, GameBoys, Walkman, MP3 players, beepers, radios, laptop computers, PDA’s, DVD players, television, cameras, laser pointers, walkie-talkies, and technologies not yet invented.

BeST COURSE OF STUDY 5770/2009 – 2010
BeST 1

Survey of Chumash 

We will be using the Etz Hayim Humash as the main text to discuss the five books of Moses, how they relate to your upcoming Bar/Bat Mitzvah as well as your daily life. Students will be required to bring their personal copy which they received at Dalet Promotion

Teachers:  Rabbi Lindemann, Rabbi Peltz and Adam Engle
The Time of Our Lives 

Explore how Jewish Lifecycles events help us mark and celebrate the milestones in our lives. Learn how you can contribute to the modern evolution and enrichment of these celebrations. Discover the many Mitzvot (commandments) and minhagim (customs) that surround these wonderful Jewish life passages.

Teachers:  Sara Kreisman and Joe Sillman

Let’s play Hebrew
We are bringing Hebrew back!! Students will be exposed to modern Hebrew vocabulary. In this course our main tools will be board games, skits, knowledge bingo and many other activities. Through this fun, hands on learning environment we hope that the students will continue their Hebrew language skills.

Teachers:  Joe Sillman, Sara Keisman, 

Surfing the Jewish Web

Spend time in the TBS Computer Center and discover how you are just “one click away” from a technological world of Jewish information. Explore the many websites that offer Jewish facts, current events and information essential to living a Jewish life in today’s rapidly advancing computer age.

Teacher:  Marsha Axler
Ha – Shorashim Sheli (My Roots)

We will revisit Jewish history through the roots of our families, origins and their personal stories. Every class will follow a path leading them to a different journey. The students will be taking an active part in investigating their family history.

Teachers:  Marsha Axler and Joe Silman
BeST II

Pirkei Avot 

This famous section of the Mishnah records many of the ethical teachings of our traditions. Using trigger films from well known movies, students will learn how to read this classic work and apply its lessons to their lives.

Teacher:  Mimi Sebeck  
M&M – Moach & Mazal (2nd Semester)
Using the “Jewish Book of WHY?” This class will create a game show setting to explore the questions and answers that are brought up in discussions. Our teachers will be hosting the final “test” of this course in front of a live audience…our BeST students!
Teacher:  – MiMi Sebek
O – ma – noot (Judaism in Art)

Our world – known Jewish Artist have a lot to teach us. Using their techniques we will create our own Jewish art.

Teacher:  Harriet Baker

Sacred Choices

Our teens live in a culture in which the societal boundaries about what is sacred and what is to be “saved” for adulthood or marriage have changed. They are continually confronted by pressures to conform and participate in activities and behaviors for which they may not be physically or emotionally ready. In few settings where teens spend their time are there opportunities to talk openly and honestly about such issues. 
Teacher:  Haleh Rabizadeh

Digesting Hebrew
We are excited to create a new “recipe” for learning Hebrew!  We will be using as many vocabulary words and phrases “mixing” them in to create a fascinating journey through the rich and diverse history of the Jewish cuisine.  Every unit will end with an interactive cooking session.
Teacher:  Tali Elisha

BeST III

Law and Order
Find out how the sages of yesteryear dealt with some of the social and legal issues that still face us today. What does Jewish law, the Talmud, say about individual verses community rights and responsibilities? What about property rights? All class discussions will prepare students to think logically and then be challenged by your ideas.

Students will have the opportunity to participate in Mock Trials.

Teacher:  David Hollander

Shoah 

The most tragic event in Jewish history is the Shoah, the Holocaust. What were the events that led up to Hitler’s solution? Did the Jews seemingly go “like sheep to the slaughter” or were there forms of rebellion and revolt? Have we learned the lessons of history? Our students will be paired with members in the community that experienced this tragic period and will develop informative dialogues and lead up to a joint community event.

Teacher:  Marc Cohen
Jewish Jam Session

This class is a creative way for teens to explore many of the topics that are relevant to themselves as teens and as Jews in 2009.   The opportunity to create original material as well as the use of established material will be included.   The class will culminate with a final “Staged Performance” each semester using the materials created from the students throughout the course.  All students will have the opportunity to be apart of the performance and/or include their original material created.
Teacher:  Michael Kelberg

Sim Shalom
“Sim Shalom” is the title of this new course offered to the 9th graders enrolled in BeST.  It is also the name of the Siddur   (prayer book) that Temple Beth Sholom, and many other Conservative synagogues across the world use for Shabbat, the holidays, as well as for everyday use.

This course will use the Siddur as its textbook and reintroduce the students to many of the prayers between its pages. While in Elementary school we concentrate on the reading and vocabulary of the prayers. In this course we will give a more in- dept thought to the meaning, history and message of the prayers. 
In addition the course will have as its focus, prayer in general and will encourage each student to both define the concept and individualize its meaning in their lives today and create payer as a “tool” between ”Me & God.
Teacher:  Mimi Sebek

BeST IV

Holidays / Hot Topics 

Discover what values and issues we as individuals, we as a country and we as a Jewish community face in our time…learn the historical issues and get a “back stage” peek on the holidays we celebrate – what connection could we find after learning a little more of the issues and values from our past.

Teacher:  Sara Kreisman
Passport to Israel 

This informative course will be taking our students on their Israel itinerary tour. Learning the history behind the sights and “packing” relevant information and current events to make the upcoming trip a stronger experience. We plan to actively study the map and Israel’s geography. 

Teacher:  Chayim Respes/Matt Kanoff
Confirmation Seminar

Led by Rabbi Lindemann and Rabbi Peltz, this double period class in the spring will be our confirmation class student’s opportunity to learn about the philosophy of the Conservative Movement and to “ask the Rabbi” as they develop their own Jewish belief system. Time will also be made for preparing the Confirmation Service to be held on Shavuot.

Teachers:  Rabbi Lindemann and Rabbi Peltz
The מ TV Challenge  מedia Torah Values
What are the images we encounter today -- on TV, in the movies & in print – that talk about Jews?  What do the say about us?  This course will take a close look at these images and discuss their representations and implications on our Jewish identities. Students will learn to view television critically, to compare and contrast the values expressed on television to the values of Jewish tradition and to make connections between Torah and the world around them.

Teacher:   Matt Kanoff 
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A United Synagogue


Framework of Excellence





Schedule:





BeST I & II – Grades 7 & 8:


Sunday, 11:10 a.m. – 1 p.m.


Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.





BeST III & IV – Grades 9 & 10:


Sundays, 9:00 a.m. – 10:50 a.m.


Tuesday 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.





BeST III students will visit the Jewish Relief Agency.  They will help pack, carry, load and deliver non-perishable food to 1,500 needy Jewish families.  Most food recipients are elderly people who are grateful for the gift of food and a kind smile.  In this hands-on mitzvah, students will make a difference in the lives of hundreds of Jewish families.  
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