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A cute quip claims that the real four questions of Passover are: When do we eat? When do we

eat? When do we eat? When do we eat? I guess we have all heard them before.

Mah Nishtanah – the traditional four questions of the Passover Seder are well-known to all of us. Children

learn to recite them from an early age. Yet, they were never intended as the only questions to be asked at the

Seder, nor are they even required. The Talmud records a fascinating

exchange that took place when Rabbah and

his student, Abbaye, were at a Seder

together. The dish of food

was removed and Abbaye

was asked in surprise:

“We have not yet

eaten. Why have

you taken the

dish away?” To

which Rabbah

replied: “You

have exempt-

ed us from reciting Mah Nishtanah (Pesahim 115b).

From this incident, the Conservative Movement

Haggadah, Feast of Freedom, deduces that any rele-

vant question can serve as the starting point for dis-

cussing the Exodus and its meaning.

Modern Haggadahs encourage that discussion to be

broad in scope, encompassing current events and per-

sonal responses that reflect the Jewish experience and val-

ues. With that in mind, you might want to consider adding

the following four questions to your Seder:

Continued on p 2

...the traditional four
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Given that we are gathered to celebrate our free-
dom from Egyptian bondage, how should we
respond to what has happened in Egypt?

Some Egyptians have referred to Hosni Mubarak as

the last Pharaoh. They see his removal as leading to

their freedom. Many Jews, however, are concerned

about the implications for the peace between Israel

and Egypt. During Mubarak’s rule, Israel has not had to

worry about fighting a two front conventional war, and the

flow of arms into Gaza was somewhat controlled. How

should we respond to what has happened in Egypt?

How should we respond to Anti-Semitic
tirades by celebrities and statesmen?

A recent article by Alan Dershowitz, published in the New

York Post, decries celebrity rants directed against Jews:

Consider the former Dior designer, John

Galliano, who was sitting in a bar in a Jewish sec-

tion of Paris and announcing his love for Hitler and

smiling as he told the people at an adjoining table,

who he apparently assumed to be Jewish, that

“People like you would be dead. Your mothers,

your forefathers, would all be gassed.”

Or Charlie Sheen, who claims to be high on

Charlie Sheen, attacking his producer by empha-

sizing the Jewish nature of his original name,

Chaim Levine.

Or Oliver Stone telling an interviewer last year

that too much attention is paid to the Holocaust

because of “Jewish domination of the media.” And

that Hitler wasn’t all that terrible to the Jews.

And we all know about the ranting of Iran’s

President Ahamadinijad.

Taken together it all seems to add currency to the

Haggadah’s passage “V’Hi She-Amdah – It is this promise

which has sustained our ancestors and us, for not one

enemy has arisen to destroy us; rather in every generation

there are those who seek our destruction, but the Holy one,

praised be He, saves us from their hands.” A number of

European countries have laws against hate speech, but not

the United States. How should we respond?

What do we consider to be “an act of God?”

An earthquake and tsunami have devastated Japan. Now, we

speak of God taking us out of Egypt with “a mighty hand and

an outstretched arm,” and then we recite the Ten Plagues, in

which nature becomes God’s agent. The sea swallows the

chariots of Pharaoh: “horse and rider has He hurled into the

sea.” What do we consider to be an act of God?

What else should we tell our children about Jewish
identity?

The word Haggadah means ‘telling’. The text is based on

the book of Exodus commanding “V’Higgadta L’Vinkha –

You shall tell your child.” But the Haggadah says “Kol

HaMarbe L’Sapeyr B’Yitziyat Mitzrayim, Harey Ze

M’Shubah,” and the Night To Remember Haggadah trans-

lates the passage this way: “The more and longer one

expands and embellishes the story, the more commend-

able it is.” So, what else do we need to tell our children?

Clearly, these are serious questions that go well beyond

the traditional “Ma Nishtanah.” They are not for every

Seder. You need not discuss all or any of them to fulfill the

obligation of Haggadah. There are at least four types of

children at every Seder, or so the Haggadah tells us. Surely,

there are at least four types of adults, as well. So, maybe

some of this material will stimulate discussion. Or perhaps

it will raise even more or different questions. What will you

discuss at your Seder? Now, when do we eat?

Hag Sameyah.
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In observance of Passover, the
TBS office will be closed on
April 19-20 and April 25-26.

Siyum for First Born
Monday, April 18, 7:00 am
No Minha Ma’ariv Services

Erev Passover – First Seder
Monday, April 18

First Day of Passover –
Second Seder
Tuesday, April 19, 9:30 am
Minha following Kiddush
No late services

Second Day of Passover
Wednesday, April 20, 9:30 am
Minha Ma’ariv, 7:15 pm

Hol Hamoed Passover
Friday, April 22
Minha Ma’ariv, 6:15 pm

Hol Hamoed – Shabbat
Saturday, April 23, 9:30 am
Minha Ma’ariv, 7:30 pm

Hol Hamoed Passover
Sunday, April 24
Minha Ma’ariv, 6:15 pm

Seventh Day of Passover
Monday, April 25, 9:30 am
Minha Ma’ariv with Yizkor, 7:30 pm

Eighth Day of Passover
Tuesday, April 26
With Yizkor, 9:30 am
Minha Ma’ariv, 7:30 pm

Service Schedule
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Passover
Sedarim

Once again, TBS will be helping
to provide home hospitality for

those who would like to attend a
Passover Seder. This project is
known as Kol Dihfin (All who are
hungry…) from the verse we recite
at the beginning of the Seder invit-
ing all who are hungry to join us. We
are particularly reaching out to col-
lege students who attend local
schools, but whose families are not
from this area. If you’d be willing to
host some guests, please contact the
shul office. We’ll try to make match-
es that result in compatibility
between host and guests in terms of
kashrut, style of Seder, etc. Think of
how welcome a student far from
home will feel when invited to your

Seder table!

Pesah Food Drive
Collection Bins in the
TBS Lobby April 6-13

A collection is being held for non

perishable, ready to eat,

Kosher for Passover food items such

as borscht, small jars of gefilte fish,

cans of tuna, canned soups,

ketchup, mayonnaise, canned fruits,

canned vegetables, soup nuts,

snacks, dried fruits, candy and

desserts. The majority of the recipi-

ents are single, elderly people and

need “ready to serve and eat” types

of foods. PLEASE DO NOT DONATE

cake mixes, matza meal, potato

starch, etc. Matza donations should

be kept to 2 or 3 boxes. Grocery

store SCRIP will be gladly accepted

to purchase additional food.

Purchase SCRIP at the TBS office

and Judaica Shop.

TBS PASSOVER

WineSale
SUNDAY, APRIL 3
SUNDAY, APRIL10

9AM-1PM

w
Special Requests

or Questions?
Contact

Scott Becker at
sdbecker342@comcast.net

or 856-912-5838
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■■ A check made payable to MAZON for the follow-
ing amount is enclosed: $___________ ■■ Please charge my credit card: $___________ ■■ VISA     ■■ MC     ■■ AmEx     ■■ Discover 

Credit Card # ___________________________________

Expiration ______________________________________

Name __________________________________________

Address ________________________________________

City __________________ State _______ Zip _________ 

Name of Congregation, City, State

________________________________________________ 

Or donate via our website at www.mazon.org.

10495 Santa Monica Blvd., Suite 100
Los Angeles, CA 90025 • 800-813-0557

How can you make this night
different from all others? 

This Passover, you can help make a difference in
the lives of 35 million Americans at risk of
hunger. Your support enables them to eat and
provides them the tools they need to achieve a
better future. So join us. Together, we can make
this night different.

Passover Kiddushim 
It has been a TBS custom for congregants to
make monetary contributions for the Pesah
Kiddushim. Can we count on you this year?
Please return this form, along with your
check, to the TBS Office. Thank You!

Pesah Kiddushim Sponsorship 
Please send this completed form and your check to:

Pesah Kiddushim c/o Temple Beth Sholom

1901 Kresson Road, Cherry Hill, NJ  08003

Name __________________________________________

Address ________________________________________

City __________________ State _______ Zip _________ 

Phone __________________________________________

Amount Enclosed _______________________________

Selling the Hametz  
Any hametz owned by a Jew during the week of Passover is forbid-
den for actual use forever. If, therefore, one cannot dispose of all
hametz before Passover, he must arrange for a formal mechirat
hametz or sale of that hametz to a non-Jew.

All hametz in your possession should be collected and locked in
a spare room, closet or trunk. All hametz dishes and utensils should
also be placed in a special room or closet until after Pesah, after hav-
ing been thoroughly scoured and cleansed. 

See the Rabbi personally to authorize a bill of sale. If that’s not
possible, mail this form to the Rabbi before Friday, April 15. It is
customary to make a donation for tzedakah as part of this transaction.
Mail to: TBS, 1901 Kresson Road, Cherry Hill, NJ  08003

HAMETZ SALE   
I, _______________________________, hereby authorize
Rabbi Steven Lindemann to dispose of all my hametz 
wherever it may be stored. This I do in accordance with the
requirements and provisions of Jewish Law. 

Name _________________________________________________

Hebrew Name _________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________

City _____________________ State___________ Zip_________
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Steven C. Lindemann, Rabbi
Micah J. Peltz, Rabbi
Albert L. Lewis, (z”l), Rabbi Emeritus
Jen Cohen, Cantor
Eric Jacobs, Executive Director
Jennifer Stofman, Director of Synagogue Advancement
Dina Eliezer, Education Director
Ellen Berju, Preschool Director
Beverly Lerner, Director of Teen Education
Debbie Perlman, TBS President
Ann Sundstrom, Sisterhood President
Mark Kramer, Men’s Club President
Saul Grossmann, HAZAK President
Allison Borenstein, Temple Talk Editor Time Value Item: Please Deliver ASAP
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